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CURATOR'S CORNER
The second quarter of 2015 brought another succesful (11 th annual) Patriot Freedom Festival in May, with an
estimated attendance of 10,000 visitors. Planning will start in August for next years event, and we can always use
volunteers to help – come out and join us! Additionally, we conitnue to be active throughout the area with tours and
presentations with more in the queue.
Our reference library has grown yet again with the deaccession/donation by the Dayton Metro Library of more of
their older military books and manuals – as well as a treasure trove of 3 bound volumes of World War I
Stars&Stripes newspapers. We're still hopeful that we'll also receive a portion of their furniture and display fixtures
when they move to their new building so we can replace the Frankenstein's hodge-podge of furniture we have now.
As a reminder, the 4 Freedom Equestrian Team has started their free carriage ride program for the summer – come
out each Tuesday afternoon on June (running through September, and always with weather permitting) and take a
ride!. Because this is Federal property, they can't ask for donations, so please, if you enjoy the ride, drop a buck or
two in the bucket! You can contact the museum at 267-7628 for more information, or to verify the rides are being
held that day. And don't forget to visit their website at http://www.4freedomteam.com, or look for them on Facebook
and “like” their page!
Nearly every week we receive items from across the country – but we're not as well known locally as we need to
be! Please continue to “talk us up” with friends and family! You can help by forwarding this newsletter to people who
have an interest in our military heritage, or “Like” us on Facebook and invite your friends to do the same – the more
people that know about us the better! Please, continue to help us “spread the word” - we've got a lot of great
history here!
Thanks to our visitors and donors, we continue to expand on the stories of the men and women who bear the
burden of preserving our freedom – thanks for your support!
Thanks for your support and we look forward to seeing you this summer!
Respectfully,

Mark Conrad, MSgt, USAF, RET
Curator

DONATIONS QUARTERLY WRAP UP:
We received a small grouping from Private First Class Morris O. De Forge, who served in the Military Police during
the Korean War. After the war, he served as a Deputy in nearby Xenia, and eventually became the Mayor of
Cedarville, Ohio. Thanks Linda!

We've received the uniform of (then) Petty Officer 3rd Class Tracy
Critell Krayer (via Bob and Brenda Critell) who served at the Navy
hospital in Bethesda, MD. Her father also served in the Navy in
Vietnam, and her grandparents were both in the Navy in World War II;
she later received her commission as an Air Force nurse. Thanks
Tracy, Bob, and Brenda!

As many of you know, the 4 Freedom Equestrian
Team is responsible for The Hero's Cavalry Equine
Therapy Program - a FREE, on-campus service they
provide to our VA hospital to help our Wounded
Warriors. On the last day of class, the students have
the opportunity to ride "their" horse but are required
to wear a helmet. The team has only one military
helmet in their inventory, so we are pleased to be
able to obtain a donation of an additional 5 helmets
for use in the class, thanks to Mr. Szulczynski of
Yorktown, VA!
And thanks to the 4 Freedom Equestrian Team
for all you do for our Veterans - THANK YOU!

Without the generosity of people interested in preserving our military heritage, museums like ours couldn't exist –
space doesn't permit an individual listing of all the donations we've received, but we want to thank the following
groups and/or individuals for helping us tell the stories of the defenders our great nation. (an asterisk indicates
multiple donations):
Tracy Critell Krayer (Alaska)
Linda Cawpp (Ohio)
*Dayton Metro Library (Ohio)
Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science (Florida)
Kelly Burcham (Ohio)
Sydney Pfaff (Ohio)
*Margaret Kruckemeyer (Ohio)
Lawrence Dennis (Georgia)
...and many anonymous donors.
(* indicates multiple donations)

FEATURED ARTIFACT(S): “Old Guard” Vietnam Tricorn hat
This extremely rare hat was worn by a member of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Regiment, attached to the 199th Infantry
Brigade in Vietnam. The Regiment is part of the Army's “Old Guard”, and the hat was deliberately designed to reflect
their Colonial tradition. The hats were made by a Saigon tailor, so no two are exactly alike. The hats were made
from "Cowboy" style hats that were popular with soldiers; the front edges were sewn to the crown, with an additional
snap added to the rear to form the tricorn shape.
It features a Vietnamese-made 199th Infantry Brigade (The "Redcatchers") insignia; the distinctive patch was worn
on the shoulder and was a flaming spear with a red ball of fire in the middle giving the appearance of a
REDCATCHER, which was descriptive of the units purpose in Vietnam, and the name stuck.

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:
We now offer an on-line Veterans Roll of Honor, which can be found at: http://www.mvmhm.com/vroh.htm
To submit a veteran for the Roll of Honor, email their full name, rank, branch of service, service history and
awards and decorations (these are optional), to our Curator at curator@mvmhm.com. You may submit only a
name, or you can also include a picture; if no picture is available, the appropriate service emblem will be used.
Note that we reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar and spelling.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Saturday, June 20, 2015, 11:30AM: 12th annual Veterans' Salute car, truck, and motorcycle show at the Dayton VA
campus.
Friday, September 10, 2015, 1:00PM: Presentation for the Active Christian Enthusiastic Seniors (ACES) in
Hamilton, OH.
Friday, September 11, 2015: Patriot Day.
Tuesday, September 15, 2015, 6:00PM: Tour for the Delta Kappa teacher's sorority.
Sunday, November 8, 2015, 4:00PM: Veterans Day 5K Run, Walk, and Roll at the Dayton Veterans Affairs Medical
Center.
Wednesday, November 11, 2015, 9:00AM to 4:00PM: Open house in conjunction with the Dayton Veterans Affairs
Medical Center Veterans Day observance.
Monday, December 7, 2015: Pearl Harbor Day.

11th annual Patriot Freedom Festival
May 23rd and 24 we enjoyed the 11th annual PFF; this year we had a substantial increase in vehicles and
reenactors as wll as in attendance – estimated at more than 10,000 for the weekend. Here's some of the things you
missed this year – we hope to see you next May!

MISCELLANEOUS:
Our “Wish List”: We're looking for some specific items to fill gaps in our displays/collection – if you have any
of these items, please consider donating them!
Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican-American War, Civil War, Spanish-American War, Mexican Border
Expedition: Anything!
Cavalry items: Anything!
World War I: U.S. Air Service uniforms; U.S. Navy uniforms, any style; Model 1911 .45 pistol; Model 1903
Springfield rifle and parts; Model 1917 Enfield rifle and parts; Model 1914 Hotchkiss Machine Gun ammunition box;
U.S. trench boots; German or Austrian uniform tunic; German "Kratchen" soft hat with insignia; German enlisted or
officer's picklehaube ("Spike helmet", Infantry or Artillery); German, Austrian, or Hungarian medals and insignia;
German Model 98n/a ("Butcher") saw back bayonet with teeth intact; German Mauser Model 98 rifle; German P08
"Luger" pistol; German steel helmets; Imperial German or Prussian flags
World War II: German uniforms and headgear; German medals and insignia; German M24 stick grenade (inert
only); German P08 (Luger) pistol; German P38 pistol; Italian uniforms and headgear of any type; Italian medals and
insignia; Italian Carcano rifle; Italian Berretta pistol; Japanese uniforms and headgear; Japanese Imperial Navy
helmet; Japanese "last ditch" bayonet and scabbard; Japanese medals and insignia; Japanese "Rising Sun" (rayed)
flag; Japanese Nambu or Type 94 pistols; Japanese swords; US Marine herringbone twill uniform; US Marine M1
helmet with cover; Army Air Forces A14 oxygen mask; Army Air Forces leather flight gear; Any Pearl Harbor Purple
Heart; US field gear; US medals and insignia; M-1 carbine; M-1 Garand; Model 1911 .45 pistol; 100 pound practice
bombs.

How YOU can help preserve our veterans history
Each day, more and more of our veterans are passing away - the last veteran from World War I passed away in
February 2011, and our World War II veterans are dying at the rate of approximately 1,000 a day. Unfortunately,
many times when a veteran dies all of his or her history dies with them, and the mementos they kept end up in yard
sales, or worse, the garbage. We've witnessed this first hand: We were able to acquire a WWII Army Captains'
footlocker with some of his souvenirs and other paperwork from his service time, along with literally hundreds of Vmails sent between him and his family. The entire lot was going to be thrown away after his widow moved into a
nursing home. On another occasion, a neighbor gave us several hundred photographs and some insignia that had
belonged to her neighbor's father. Again, they were going to be thrown out because no one wanted "that junk".
Another time, a group of documents from a man killed in action during the Battle of the Bulge were being sold off
piece by piece. Fortunately, we were able to convince the seller not to break up the group so that we could keep it
together. Our veterans' history deserves a better fate than the trash heap or the auction block!
Your donation will ensure the museum's continued growth, preservation of our veteran's memories, and support
exhibiting traveling displays. For many younger people, even conflicts as recent as Vietnam seem just to be "old war
movies". We want to bring to life the stories of those people who served in America's wars and provide a tangible
link to our veterans. All donors will be credited on the museum's web site.
What types of things can you donate? We're always seeking new and unique items to add to the museum or for
use in traveling displays and educational trunks. We're also expanding the coverage of Pre-WWI conflicts. We
always need items such as uniforms, insignias, medals, photographs, newspapers, captured trophies, etc. anything that will help tell our veteran's stories, especially those from Ohio. Nothing is too small or insignificant.
We can also use items that you may feel are too damaged or worn out, to restore other pieces.

THIS QUARTER IN MILITARY HISTORY:
April 6, 1991: Iraq officially accepts cease-fire terms.
April 11, 1951: General MacArthur recalled - General Matthew Ridgway given command in Korea.
April 15, 1972: Renewed US bombing of North Vietnam above the 20th parallel.
April 19, 1775: Battles at Lexington and Concord.
April 22, 1915: Poison gas first used on the Western Front in German attack on Canadian troops at Ypres.
April 24, 1898: Spain declares war on the United States.
April 30, 1945: Adolf Hitler commits suicide as Soviet forces overrun Berlin.
May 1, 1898: Commodore George Dewey wins seven-hour battle of Manila Bay.
May 2, 1863: Confederate General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson is accidentally shot by his own men during the
Battle of Chancellorsville, and dies on May 10th.
May 8, 1945: Victory in Europe Day.
May 10, 1775: Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys capture Fort Ticonderoga.
May 17, 1951: Communist Chinese Forces launch their 2nd Spring Offensive.
May 20, 1965: Hanoi restates its peace proposal which has already been rejected.
May 28, 1918: US forces open their first offensive at Catigny
June 2, 1969: Dayton native Specialist 4th Class Joseph G. LaPointe, Jr. is killed in action trying to save two
wounded comrades.
June 6, 1944: Allied forces land on the beaches of Normandy, France.
June 9, 1863: Battle of Brandy Station, largest cavalry battle of the Civil War.
June 15, 1775: His Excellency General George Washington is elected as Commander In Chief of the Continental
Army.

TRIVIA
Last quarter's trivia question was:
Who was the first woman to enlist in the United States Marine Corps? Opha May Johnson joined the Marine
Corps Reserve in 1918, officially becoming the first female Marine.
This quarter's question is: During the Korean War, who was quoted as saying "Those poor bastards. They've
got us right where we want them. We can fire in any direction now!"

Summer is here, so it'stime for the 4 Freedom Equestrian Team to start their carriage rides - what better way to
see our historic district than with a relaxing carriage ride?? This service is provided FREE to everyone, but I
encourage everyone to donate a buck or two - horses require a LOT of "stuff" to keep them going, as does the
carriage! AND, don't forget to let the Team members know they're appreciated - thanks!

The Miami Valley Military History Museum is co-located with the American Veterans Heritage Center (a 501c3
organization), located in Building 120, the historic Putnam Library, in the Historic District of the Veterans Affairs
Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio.
Please note that although we are located on federal property, we receive NO funding from the Veterans
Administration - we operate entirely "out of our own pockets" and with the help of unpaid volunteers.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Putnam Library / Building 120
120 Ohio Avenue
Dayton, OH 45428
Office phone: (937) 267-7628
Office fax: (937) 267-7629
Curator phone: (937) 902-8001
E-mail: curator@mvmhm.com
Website: http://www.mvmhm.com

